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Collaboration between the FTC and EPA on E15 labeling

March 2010

November 2010 January 2016

FTC Proposed label   
(2010)1

July 2011

EPA: “Since the FTC 
labeling proposal did not 
contemplate the granting 
of a waiver for E15, it 
would have to be modified 
to be consistent with our 
recent E15 partial waiver 
decision.
EPA” 3

EPA: “the proposed [EPA] 
rule would require all fuel 
dispensers to have a label 
if a retail station chooses 
to sell E15” 2

November 2010

EPA E15 label (required 
by Final Rule)4

April 2011

EPA: “…we consulted with 
FTC consumer labeling 
experts and other staff about 
effective label design and
potential coordination with 
FTC labels.”4

Confusion: The FTC defined Ethanol 
Flex Fuels [as] “a mixture of gasoline 
and ethanol containing more than 
10% but not greater than 83% ethanol 
by volume.”5 However, the EPA defines 
E15 as a “…blend that contains 
greater than 10.0% and not more 
than 15.0% ethanol by volume.”4

Label was never finalized

FTC proposes labels 
for mid-level ethanol 

blends

EPA issues 
1st Partial 
Waiver for 

E15

EPA 
proposes 
E15 label

FTC does 
not finalize 

labels due to 
EPA waiver

EPA 
finalizes 
E15 label

FTC exempts 
E15 from FTC 
Fuel Rating 

Rule

FTC: “The NPRM, however, exempted EPA 
E15 from the Rule’s labeling requirements, 
because it is subject to EPA labeling 
requirements”…”the Rule ensures 
distributors and retailers have accurate 
ethanol concentration information, but 
does not burden retailers or confuse 
consumers with two separate E15 pump 
labels.”5

FTC E15 label 
(requirement exempt 

because E15 is subject to 
EPA labeling 
requirement)
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